Aug. 


1948. 


948, 


the 
Aug. 


Sept. 


1948. 


1948. 
1948. 
1948. 
Sept. 


Aug. 


1948. 
1948. 
1948. 


BEST SELLERS 


SEMI-MONTHLY REVIEW 


Published the Library, University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription Price, $2.50; Single Copies Fifteen Cents 
Canadian and Foreign Rates, $3.00 


Associate Editor 
Catholic University America 
Washington 17, 


Business Manager 
Assistant Librarian 


Editor 
University Scranton 


Associate Editor 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index 


Entered second-class matter, April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the Act March 1879 


Vol. No. 


Copyright, 1948 


October 1948 


University Scranton 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—OCTOBER SELECTION 
$125,000 M-G-M Prize Award Winner 


forbes, Esther. The Running the Tide. Hough- 
ton. Sept. 29, 1948. 633p. $4.00. 


tempora; mores!”: review The Running 
the Tide the acclaimed historian Esther Forbes, Paul 
Revere and Pulitzer fame, must begin with lament for 
the bygone days when, according literary legend, 
New England seamen were honest, God-and-poverty fear- 
ing men and their wives were industrious, frugal and pious 
New England towns were models sobriety and 
with but few frustrated spinsters here and 
there relieve the monotony the 
Forbes traveling the latest tradition that admits 
virtue among Yankee men but courage fired acumen, 
characteristic among their women save lavish display 
inspired hypocrisy, and nothing but riotous lechery 
the harbor towns, whence the gull-winged ships out 
the far places the earth. 


well be, that this novel with theme... that 
unrestrained animality, opposed the restraint 
guarantee and success. For those characters 
who follow the former ideal, there success and satisfac- 


for those who follow the latter, there sudden 


death tortured existence the witch-ridden town 
Salem. the other hand, The Running the Tide 


may just story family, four brothers and their 
and mistresses, their voyages and their financial. 


and amative ups and downs. 


the first case, the novel clearly develops the idea that 
Inman, the most ruthless and predatory, the least 
and remorseful the four, marries woman 


does not love get housekeeper, begets five sons 
his wife’s niece, takes complete the family 
business, becomes complete example the laissez faire 
capitalist, and, the finale, happy, contented and 
successful. During his rise, Eleazer’s brother Tom marries 
quiet woman, founds family and opens textile mill. 
made seem dull, mouselike and unfortunate. 
His older brother Dash, “Ralph” virtue baptism, 
made drag out his life without the woman who holds 
his heart, because does not have the courage defy 
morality and seduce her the same manner that has 
many other girls, especially Dulcey Dulaney Marble- 
head fishmonger. The fourth brother, Peter, chosen 
illustrate the theme the animal over the spiritual, 
spends his life the victim love for his brother Dash. 
becomes the whipping for his own family and 
finally for the entire town. The implication that 
Peter had sense enough betray family secrets and 
dispel the scandal surrounding him creating worse 
one, too might have been happy and contented instead 
dying consumption and being buried the China 
Sea. 

the second case, The Running the Tide the story 
the Inman family close bankruptcy the start the 
19th century, ruled one the few upright characters 
the tale, old Ma’am Inman. means ship, the 
the Inmans drain wealth from the East Indies 
and visit sequestered Japan bring out fabulous cargoes 
restore the family fortune. Dash, the eldest, love 
with Polly Mompesson, inbred Salem girl, takes time 
out, fathers girl Dulcey The child 
called “Petra” and assigned Peter, who out love 
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for Dash accepts the onus the fishmonger her 
daughter, gives the money for Harvard tuition buy 
common-law husband for the woman, and accepts with 
protest the reputation being the town rake. From 
here in, the reader asked believe that this younger 
brother beggars himself, his character and his life main- 
tain the woman and child, submits more Dash’s 
misconduct with the woman, and refuses reveal the 
truth which will set him free marry the girl his 
choice. incidental tale running along with the 
principal story, Marcy, the youngest the Inmans, runs 
off with sailor who the paramour her brother’s 
mistress, deserts him, marries minister, and finally runs 
off again with adventurer. 


easy see which way the tide running. This much 
must said, however, that the characters are well set 
forth and convincingly activated though not con- 
vincingly motivated. The background good. The 
scenes, although all too short, aboard the “Victrix” 
typhoon and trade make the reader want more them 
and less the incredible goings-on Salem. 


There were possibilities the theme and the locale 
chosen Esther Forbes. There were possibilities the 
characters she created. There still are, for they have not 
been realized. For what the book portrays, rather than 
what might have portrayed, The Running the Tide 
can recommended class reader. 

Rev. William Noé Field 

Seton Hall College 

South Orange, 


LITERARY GUILD—OCTOBER SELECTION 
Schoonover, Lawrence. The Burnished Blade. Mac- 


millan. Sept. 28, 1948. $3.00. 


Just bit the Costain manner this story centers the 
same period Costain’s Moneyman with its hero indeed 
being one Jacques Coeur’s employees. Nobly born but 
orphaned sudden brigand sally while journey 
ten-year-old, golden-haired Pierre was succored the 
armorer, Hugh Milan, plying his trade the then 
English-held city Rouen the very day the burning 
the Maid Orleans. his antecedents unknown 
Pierre became time adopted son the worthy artisan 
Pierre influential Augustinian canon. 
learns the secrets the armorer’s trade, the rudiments 
swordplay and chivalry, the mathematics commerce, 
English, French, Italian, Latin and Turkish. errand 
Paris during the plague rescues daughter the 
Count Tour-Claremont, thereby encurring the 
patronizing enmity Bernard Coucy, cousin, bur 
pays little attention the smitten Claire, younger 
daughter the Count. 

Returned Rouen completes his education but 
forced fly the city when man murdered during 
student brawl which involved. His patrons secure 
him service with Jacques Coeur, famous minister 
finance Charles, the Well Served, and there meets 
again Bernard Secretary executive assistant 
Coeur. When Coeur’s ship, the Ste. Eulalie, referred 
usually “the Lady” returns from the East with 
dying Turkish pilot Pierre’s knowledge the language 
enables him aid Coeur ferret out cache smuggled 
opium and jewels. Pierre then sent, sort super- 


cargo, with Sir John Justin, the Lady’s captain soly 
the mystery the smuggling. Just prior his 
meets again the once unheeded Claire and falls 
love with her. 


The remainder the story centers the Black 
bordered, Asia Minor principality Trebizond, and 
shoot the Greek Empire and ruled Comneni, 
ancestors had fled earlier invasion Byzantium. 
this caravan terminus Pierre unmasks Coeur’s factor, th: 
wealthy and powerful Bulgarian Prince Baltha 
Bernard Coucy the smugglers. But Coucy 
sent warning Ogli who seeks eliminate 


Unwittingly Pierre aids the heir apparent the 
throne but kidnapped and almost killed Ogli’s 
only rescued and held for ransom Pontic 
man, Theodore Mesembria. Theodore’s sister, th: 
Lady Stephanie, falls love with Pierre and, after 
has been ransomed Sir John, killed while guiding 
safety back Trebizond. his return Pierre sex 
justice done Baltha knighted and admitted 
the highest order Trapezuntian nobility, receives wealth, 
possessions and title. Returning with speed 
finds Claire about take the veil Port Royal 
the lovers are reunited happiness the story 
This the historical novel with the Horatio 
local-boy-makes-good twist. has all the usual 
the modern, called historical novel with 
adventure, sex and democracy all conscientiously worked 
in. The author does not have some slight facility 
rative style and times the story interesting per 
But mostly jerky, hackneyed, awkward and 
pulpish. Several ambiguous references Mother 
and one instance fornication together with 
vaguely obscene remarks render the book fit only for 
adults who require mental narcotization this sort. 


Frankau, Gilbert. Michael’s Wife. 
23, 1948. 544p. $3.50. 

This prolonged account not one but two psycho 
psychiatric verbiage, weakened effort compres 
too many the popularly accepted psychological 
dis-ease, climaxed what, after The Heart the 
Matter, probably threatens one current fictions 
bugbears, sacrifice-suicide. 

The story opens Maior Michael Collver invalided 
out the Army ostensibly for traumatic neurosis, 
turn journalism. During four years marriage and 
his young wife, Fran, have been childless design. 
Fran, believer, prays that Michael, atheist, will 
cept God. Catherine, his first wife, had divorced him 
because his refusal accept Christian Science give 
her children. Fran’s reluctance meet her father, Sit 
Hector Willerby, and her dislike for Leonora, her 
are mildly intriguing, but her sudden collapse she 
empty brandy glass introduces the 
proper. Attended Sir Adrian Duckworth who place 
psycotherapy, Christian Science, Lourdes and ju-iu the 
same class (p. 81) and, later, Drs. Lucas and 
she grows progessively (and repetitiously) worse. 
When Fran placed Trollope’s country home, 
House, Michael resumes relations with former mistres 
Roma Nicholson and, for diversion, finds Gwen 
equally useful. assignment obtain proof 
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government instructions disallow applications for pen- 
veterans grounds nervous disability due 
war service, Michael contacts psychoanalyst Nils Black- 
yood, Ph.D., Catholic priest, discredited for 
malpractice pressure from Duckworth and, 
when Fran’s trio physicians plan commit her 
Michael appoints him the case. lengthy 
procedure, Fran’s psychoanalysis dwells her religious 
and her temporary loss faith (p. 286-287). 
she resumes prayer asking, Blackwood interprets it, 
that God give her sign He’s listening” stigmata ap- 
pears. Blackwood, remarking that his disbelief miracles 
one several reasons for his rejection religion, ex- 
plains away any supernatural significance attached 
this particular stigmata and, the same breath, those 
St. Francis Assissi, St. Catherine Siena (its sup- 
psychological source), Louise Lateau and Therese 
Neumann (p. 305, 306, 307) “dermatological symp- 
born childish associations ones 
Albert Paul Schimber, particularly Chapter 17, throws 
more enlightenment the question the 
antidote for Frankau’s materialistic view. 


All other fears traced their source, Fran emerges sud- 
denly from the child her personality the woman but 
Michael, cynical figure mystery now submits Black- 
wood’s narcoanalysis attempt unveil the psycho- 
logical cause his lately discovered impotence. Once 
examined, the book thrown him suggestions 
homosexuality his attachment for his regi- 
ment, snobbishness his rise from humble beginnings 
marriage the “top drawer” and his difficulty attrib- 
uted unconscious desire not have children who, 
adults, might imitate Uncle Charlie, hanged for rape 
and murder Michael’s childhood. 


Finally, after Fran’s “almost” affair with Basil Stamford 
and Michael’s rejection Blackwood’s suggestion that 
Fran submit artificial insemination, his adoption the 
credo that reason “the only true light 
given man this side God” (p. 487) leads him 
conclude that his death will ensure his wife’s happiness. 
Another newspaper assignment into the buzz bomb area 
offers the occasion desires. Elaborate preparations in- 
tended lend the verdict accidental his act are 
taken. Still unbelieving but desiring death Michael prays 
“Oh God, please send some more bombs over quickly and 
help get the way one that Fran can have 
children and really happy. For Christ’s sake. Amen” 
and resolution make Fran happy blown bits 
far-off buzz homb careens crazily through the sky 
crash his feet. 


the dedicatory letter the author explains the original 
title This Side God was replaced deference popu- 
lar prejudice. This explains much about the whole tone 
the book popular prejudice catered throughout. 


Episodic and linked with the past mental flash-backs 
the main thread wearying but well-sustained. Char- 
acterizations, while not particularly pleasant are well done. 
here great affectation the addiction Roma and 
Michael for belle langue catch the mood 
for their association and the reader tires the lush dia- 
between Fran and her husband, not mention the 


Harrison 
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detailed allusions their marital relations and Roma’s 
charms, all too numerous mention. 


This novel cannot recommended either religious 
moral grounds spite Mr. Frankau’s generally ac- 
knowledged literary talents. especially dangerous for 
younger readers. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 
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Harrison, Charles Yale. Nobody’s Fool. 
Sept. 28, 1948. 300p. $3.00. 


Nobody’s Fool many ways repeat performance 
Frederic Wakeman’s The Hucksters that you have read 
Wakeman’s exposure the advertising world you have 
foregone knowledge Harrison’s opinion streamlined 
public relations racketeering. 


Holt. 


When Jack Sherrod, young New York newspaperman, 
taken into partnership with Jeff Clarke, idea man 
extraordinary, Jefferson Clarke Associates born and 
Sherrod, the firm’s troubleshooter, instantly success- 
cold, calculating and self-controlled, gathers 
wealth talent about him, including Mordecai Schiff, 
Roger McLain and, through Sherrod, Diana Forbes. Upon 
the power their innovations large industrial, commercial 
and transportation organizations depend for public good 
will. two three instances Harrison exposes not only 
the lengths which public relations experts must 
bring this about but also how, for fee, men eminence 
may relied upon for assistance thus trying the 
gullibility the public. 


Following current novel trends further author Harrison 
uses Nobody’s Fool platform protest the anti- 
semitism met with social and particularly business life. 
Diana liaison with Joel Simon affords opportunity 
portray the latter the universal Jew, ostracized 
society, intellectually brilliant, and, this case, finally 
shot the NKVD Spain member the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade when realized too late the variance 
interpretation democratic liberty today. the 
characterizations Mordecai Schiff and client Ashley 
Bennet Iroquois Metals the author again suggests the 
plight the Jew, victim inborn racial bigotry. How- 
ever, whatever good lies Harrison’s racial argument 
swamped beneath his own rejection moral principles 
and the consequent lack them every one the 
hook’s personages. 

The central theme the book arrived when Jefferson 
Clarke Associates set out find the representative 
American Common man. The search full sway 
the same time the firm undertakes polish the 
tarnished reputation Iroquois Metals whose shady war- 
time activities are scheduled for investigation the Com- 
mittee headed Senator Marshlands. With the evidence 
stacked against him Ashley Bennett Iroquois submits 
virtual blackmail Clarke effort escape the 
probe. When Alan Barbour Jackson City, Missouri, 
discovered the common man— 
opinion the flesh—whose utterances any topic are 
news and more cogent than Gallup Polls, his platform 
value instantly sized that great friend the 
people, Senator Marshlands. The price Barbour’s sup- 
port becomes delivery the incriminating data against 
Bennett and Marshlands complies with the terms. 


Tied with the development these events the 
gradual disillusionment McLain, Schiff and Diana who 
marries the common man, the slow awakening Bar- 
bour, nobody’s fool, the fact that his gullibility 
average citizen has compromised his integrity person 
and, after the scandal breaks, the withdrawal Sherrod 
from public relations, doubt write his memoirs 
the game. 

This picture high pressure living with the tension 
eased liquor, women, benzedrine and seconal. Having 
censured with cold cynicism almost every phase ac- 
tivity life, Harrison offers little hope for Sherrod’s hap- 
piness, outside listening jazz his recording machine 
and living with Margaret whose desire for press notice 
seems have been the only reason for adding the legality 
ceremony their living arrangement. 


Incidental the smoothly developed main plot are Sher- 
rod’s off the record affairs: (1) “sixty days unwedded 
with Diana Forbes, called halt when she takes 
with Joel Simon, (2) his nights Chicago with (a) 
strip tease artiste and (b) pick-up Margaret Cornell, not 
mention (3) page page references the fornications, 
real and imaginary himself and others the story. 
Harrison’s style jazzed the ineffectual point and 
depends the gutter, the irreverence the unbe- 
liever, but mainly the brothel for even the most ordinary 
expressions. There scarcely unobjectionable sentence 
and specifically immoral situations are described Pps. 
25-28, 30-31-32-33, 83-84-85, 112, 113-132, 136-137, 
271, etc. The book condemned for general reading. 
the author himself would put it—you’ll nobody’s 
you skip this one. You sure won’t. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Stevens, James. Big Jim Turner. Doubleday. Sept. 


16, 1948. 275p. $3.00. 


Eighteen years the great Northwest; from the 
William Jennings Bryan race for the presidency the eve 
World War Big Jim Turner’s coming 
hundred and twenty work-leaned pounds which stand 
six feet and three inches without rise 
Unions and Eugene Debs; the Negro question, construc- 
tion camps, Evangelism, lumbering, the A.P.A., and all 
the elements that left their traces the American pat- 
tern; such the stuff James Stevens’ latest novel, Big 
Jim Essentially novel reminiscence, Jim 
Turner the age twenty-three tells the story his 
early life. “So let give testimony. rise and 
unknown from the midst the congregation and testify, 
experience meeting. tales are parables, 
poems are Big Jim Turner talking, 
from the sagebrush and out the camps, mule-breaker, 
worshiper Walt Whitman, axman, poet, slave, rebel 
brawler, dreamer, mystic, plowman full mongrel Ameri- 
(pp. 2-3). Whew! 


After preface like that, the reader comes expect 
very least two-fisted saga the turbulent West. For 
the mountains seem epic labor. Yet, after due 
precision has been made from the somewhat unoriginal, 
profuse—and boring—spates curses that bespeckle most 
the chapters, Big Jim Turner dilutes its action and 
macerates the hero’s promised hardness with moisty 


Stevens 


Best 


sort poetic dreaming. The Homeric sweep and 
Whitmanesque grandeur fall the flaccid and the 
when Jim dreams himself Shelley “burning with 
for affection and sympathy, [but] treated 
bate, cast forth criminal ...a youth 
teen. And place Mrs. Shelley’ 
lines, has Bess Clover, his rustic innamorata sighing 
him, “Oh, poor James Birney Turner! Poor, poor mis 
treated James Birney Turner.” The same mawkish 
recurs some hundred pages later with such drippings 
“Never yet this life had felt sorry and forlorn. 
There she was Mrs. James Birney Turner, mourning 
Mrs. Percy Bysshe Shelley had mourned.” would seen 
though the basso profondo rumbling the 
cracks occasionally into piddling rodent-like squeak, 
what worse perhaps, strange soprano. 

sure Jim Turner leads ill-starred life 
from the age reason. Parentless five, hounde 
out his grandmother’s home when politicians use 
precocious talents mimicry for 
When they get him preaching like “truly singsonging 
hollering, prancing, wheeling, pawing, jerking, 
bering evangelist” their rallies, the opposition 
power hauls Jim before the court for blasphemy 
threatens him with the reform school. From 
in, his odyssey the story. 

Shunted from one relative another, finally gets into 
Presbyterian dairy school from which dismissed 
being “framed”, beaten and thrown into jail. His 
escape from jail makes him also “wanted”. Working 
construction camp receives the name “Big Jim” 
winning, not fight, but poker hand from Black Hawk, 
the camp tough. Sharing with his love poetry love 
for horses, sells his preaching talents make the camp 
look “Christian” exchange for the job driving the 
twelve-horse loading team. 


This phase Big Jim’s career ends with his being 
robbed and dumped into boxcar from which makes 
contact with Black Barton, uncle with 
tion for using dynamite while fighting for the unions. Jim 
thereupon indulges brief union phase followed 
turn lumbering and cowhandling. Finally, 
home pledge his love Bess Clover and, incidentally, 
settle his score with the Hicks brothers who had 
“framed” him out dairy school and into jail. suc 
ceeds both purposes but the book closes, 
Bess behind order out and some high-lead 
logging and some high-powered writing. the ripe old 
age twenty-three, feels that the threshold 
life’s solution, peace, oh, peace! and 
dom”. 
Big Jim Turner might have made great story but 
where along the line misfired. Big Jim never quite lives 
his physical historical dimensions. That poetical 
dream his causes him toss poem into the script 
every now and then, presumably show his development 
thought and the Muse. What the poems actually 
show the concrete his progress from poor imitation 
Shelley and Byron worse imitation Walt 
man. make matters worse, Big Jim comments his 
efforts. These are truly lyric. poem describes 
. 

Nothing, nothing, nothing,—nothing beside the power 
Joe Hill”. Another confesses “rough work; and 
nobody could tell the spike knots, checks, conk and wane 
better than could glance any line”. even 


comes 
“Sad 
sweaty 


Now 
enough 
rate 
ing 
gerous 

for insta 
recalls 
poet an 


Ineffecti 


Membe 


this 
Pre 
ina gro 
most 
these 
her dom 


The volt 
which 
The Peo 
all 
the 
where; 


the 
form 
Leland 

unprepat 
Il, 
Lehrman 
expansio 
dominati 
struggle 
United 
Among 
describes 
agent, 
ness; Bill 
marily 
Atkinson 
still 
Phillips 


4 
te 
ag 
2 


EST SELLER 


and 
the 
vith desir 
seven. 
sympatheti 
dream 
forlorn. 
would seem 
squeak, 


practicall; 
hounded 
phemy and 
there 


gets into 
His violen: 
ina 
Jim” 
lack Hawk, 
love 
the camp 
driving the 


ing slugged, 
makes 
reputa 
Jim 
owed 
returns 
ncidentally, 
who had 
suc 
leaves 
high-lead 
ripe old 
threshold 


but some- 
lives 
poetical 
the script 
actually 
imitation 
Whit 
ents his 
power 
work; and 
and wane 
even 


OcToBER 1948 


comes cute rough sort way when calls sonnet 
“Sad poor thing. The hand Caliban, callused, 


and begrimed, apparent every line.” 


Now the early exercises established poet are bad 
enough even though they may have some historical in- 
for the reader. But the practice work second- 
rate scribbler still the process development has noth- 
ing all commend it. Besides, the cover-up self 
criticism after every one the poems becomes dan- 
thing, more dangerous even than Black Dan’l 
dynamite. more likely backfire. might, 
for instance, call forth terrible comment when the reader 
ecalls the crystallized resolution the hero’s life: 


reading for 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana. 


Members the Overseas Press Club America. 
See Russia. Sept. 17, 1948. 316p. $3.75. 


this latest volume the editorial committee the Over- 
Press Club offers overall picture the U.S.S.R. 
group twenty-five articles, written some its 
most competent and authoritative members. Each one 
these foreign correspondents has lived and worked 
times Russia and the countries now held under 
her dominance. 


The volume divided into four parts: Aspirations, under 
which discussed Russia international affairs, and the 
her expansionist policies the rest the world; 
The People, group close-up stories how the Soviet 
lives; The System, analysis its operation 
all phases Russian activity, the home, the farm, 
the factory, within the army, the schools, and else- 
where; Delusions, which concerns itself with several mis- 
conceptions and about the Soviets since 1921. 


the first part Henry Cassidy writes about the Comin- 
and the role played the late Andrei Zhdanov; 
unpreparedness assume world leadership; Josef Israels 
Il, the impossibility getting along with Stalin; Hal 
Lehrman, the similarity between the Nazi and Soviet 
expansion the Balkans; Reuben Markham, Soviet 
domination Bulgaria; Emil Lengyel, Russia’s historic 
obtain outlet southern waters; Harold 
the coming struggle between Russia and the 
United States Asia. 


Among the intimate stories the people, Paula Lecler 
describes her experiences 1932 with GPU and NKVD 
agent, who acted Intourist guide; George Moorad 
offers several vignettes Russian friendliness 
ness; Bill Downs relates his meeting with girl who 
had spent some years New York, and who was pri- 
marily concerned with finding piece soap; Oriana 
Atkinson explains why believes Thomas Paine, were 
still alive, would choose Moscow for his home; Tracey 
Phillips reminds that the word “housewife” missing 
the Russian language; Leo Glassman 
propaganda; Sonia Tomara grows somewhat 
nostalgic for her native land. 


Members the Overseas Press Club America Sylvester 137 


How thoroughly the system works explained Joseph 
Phillips technical approach propaganda; Ralph 
McGill analyzes the Soviet interpretation freedom 
the press; Edith Thompson shows how the entire edu- 
cational system hamstrung; John Chapman describes 
the role management Russian industry; John Strohm 
writes the collective farms; William Zukerman con- 
cerned with the way the Jewish problem has been handled; 
Larry Lesueur tells about the Soviet army. 


their attempts clarify some misconceptions Henry 
Wolfe recalls how the American Relief Administration 
virtually salvaged Russia between 1921 and 1923; Eugene 
Lyons explains why changed his mind after six years 
Moscow; Richard Hottlet writes the crisis and 
turning point the spring 1945; Craig Thompson casti- 
gates the fellow travelers the United States. 


Among such variety topics and such heterogeneous 
group authors ideologies and attitudes must vary con- 
siderably. They range from forthright condemnation 
the Soviet system open admiration and praise. Since 
there some overlapping, the reader afforded the 
unique opportunity comparing points agreement and 
contradiction. may further assisted passing 
judgment the articles the brief biographical sketches 
the authors. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 


Sylvester, Harry. All Your Idols. 
1948. 245p. $3.50. 


Harry Sylvester’s latest book offers fourteen short stories 
selected from the hundred and more has written for 
magazines during the last sixteen years. developing 
maturity and sureness discernible the chronological 
arrangement, and lesson craftsmanship alone they 
merit serious study the student; the general reader 
for whom they are really intended they will prove 
absorbing experience. most instances one turns the 
pages with hurried expectancy, caught throughout 
the deep insight into human whimsy, personality, and 
aspiration. 

The settings and characters are various, but all are con- 
cerned with showing what the opening story calls “This 
Thing the Spirit”. The spirit something within each 
individual, usually unrealized until adventure discovers 
it, that transforms outward commonplaceness into 
inward nobility. Sylvester finds this spirit all human- 
ity: football player, tourists Mexico, hunter 
Florida, “The Swede” Notre Dame, factory worker 
from anywhere, doctor, bull fighters, journalist, 
soldier, nun, and priest. Often worth soul 
revealed tragic circumstances, “The Crazy Guy”, 
account worker nail factory who considers 
men more important than nails and gives his life wrong- 
fully branded Red because his misguided but lov- 
able revolt against machinery. too “The Return 
Grande Williams” brings death from rifle soccer 
player who seeks return his native country for life 
substance rather than indirection. 

Sometimes the spirit learned the hero from the sac- 
rifice close associate. “Beautifully and Bravely” 
the skillful but conservative bullfighter Luis learns from 


Sept. 


and half horse,’ the man I’m going 
be. 
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the goring death the recklessly brave Indian José. 
Sense Participation” the journalist Masters learns 
from Lt. Bannon’s death while ferrying worn-out plane 
the States for repair. One the stories deepest 
feeling, “Come Age”, concerns Dr. Blaine’s nocturnal 
vigil with Mrs. Bradley, who has lived empty life 
wracked tuberculosis yet faces death with terror. With- 
out lust she holds the young doctor’s hand her breast; 
the love that she sees symbolized the act brings her 
calm death and him sense tears the spiritual 
depths that lie beyond the reach medicine. 


Usually, however, the narrative concerns person 
ordinary status and simple character who shows the great- 
ness humanity his own humble life. Thus Corporal 
Nilson “Going Run All Night” has been stamped 
with mediocrity all his life; when saves his company 
deed great courage shows egotistic sense 
bravery but only contentment having been service 
despite his mediocrity. Just once does the content touch 
abnormality. “Journey South” reports the generous effort 
college girl persuade young man away from his 
homosexual partner, but the element delicately handled 
and the final impression emphasizes point goodness 
and honor human character. 


Two the best stories are Halls Montezuma” 
and the concluding “All Your Idols”. The former tells 
Chief Harrington’s leave Mexico; visits his college 
sweetheart, separated from him now marriage and 
social barrier, and finds greater satisfaction the respect 
she now accords him for himself than the passing love 
his football glamor previously had won. The latter con- 
cerns Fr. Maguire’s pilgrimage the village Ixtepec 
investigate miraculous statue. Enroute meets Mexi- 
can general who argues that anti-clerical not al- 
ways the same anti-Church, and that some Mexi- 
can opposition has been occasioned “the way the 
people’s credulity had been abused”. When the priest 
finds the statue fake and destroys anger, con- 
cedes partial truth the general’s view but insists also 
that one can break images and still keep faith God. 
Contrariwise also resignedly accepts some the ignor- 
ant native perversion his Church’s practices least 
means whereby some people find their way faith. 


Sylvester writer the short story who dares use 
the form for spiritual values, and also good enough 
artist achieve them dramatically rather than didacti- 
cally. such insight and finesse this book joins 
easy, colloquial style that admits only occasional pro- 
fanity justifiable for characterization. 
sincere, genuinely good book that can recommended 
all but the most immature readers. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 


Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Eliot, George Fielding. Hate, Hope and High Ex- 


This book reads like “on the spot” version Need 
Not Fail, recently written Sumner Welles. March, 
April, and May this year, George Fielding Eliot made 
tour the Middle East, and visited such cities Tel 
Aviv, Jerusalem, Teheran, Bagdad, Athens, and Istanbul. 


Eliot Skinner 


Best 


The results the trip were placed paper July 
There can doubt that the book timely, but som: 
may ask important. 


Naturally, the author thinks one the most 
books print, not because wrote it, but because 
believes that war, comes, very apt come 
friction the Near East. believes that Russia may 
try grab control the area, and maintains tha 
“We cannot afford see the land bridge between 
great continents, the sea gate and the air gate 
Asia and Africa and the Indian Ocean, the largest reserves 
petroleum known man, fall into the hands such 
conqueror. There are the facts which give the Mediter. 
ranean and the Middle East importance 
numbers its inhabitants the area its 
(p. 274). 

What can keep Russia from absorbing the Near 
The author agrees with Sumner Welles stating 
that foolish think that can create buffer state 
against Russia befriending the Arabs and getting their 
good will. Eliot states flatly that the Arab countries have 
present military potential worth mentioning and 
does not believe that the Arab much 
because inborn dislike discipline. Eliot believes 
that Palestine fact; does not believe that the Arabs 
will able defeat the Jews Palestine. does 
believe that the Arabs will able start Holy 
does Sumner Welles, that the United States and 
land, wil give their support Palestine. Eliot 
that Palestine, Greece, and Turkey may act effective 
barrier further Russian expansion the Near East. 


Sept. 
succe 
and 
chang 
been for 
with his 
said to 
with his 
Comes, 
reader’s 
family 
the 
sub-p 


one 
enough, 

cumulate 
reveal 
the 
three dis 
knitting 

proved 
ably 
dence 
her solut 
pressed 


Whether not you agree with this point view, you 
will find this book informational and 
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Skinner, Cornelia Otis. Family Circle. 
Mifflin. Aug. 26, 1948. 310p. $3.50. 


you are devotee the theatre, this will meat and 
vegetables for you; but even the “ordinary will 
find that this mere plate petits fours. 
Skinner writes with skill and charm 
Mother and Father, Otis Skinner and Maud Durbin, and 
other members her family. wholesome and 
engaging family, and the author this biographical study 
has the ability bring life the people 


which she writes. Her book has the readability good Miller, 
novel; and heartening story some the fine Merrill. 
people who make and keep the theatre art and not The 
recommended all readers; and young people with and early 
ambitions, hazy dedicated, entering the theatre will 
learn that hard work, integrity and honesty are far mote 
important their “career” than nascent talent. 
Skinner rates prolonged applause and least four curtain 
calls for her performance Family Circle. 
Department English, circ 
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Spalding, Helen. The White Witnesses. Scribner. 
subconscious mind and inhibited 
are mainspring which set off 
and regulate the action for this story man’s attempt 
change few months’ interval the nature which had 
forty years developing. His introversion had begun 
with his mother’s death his childhood, and had pro- 
rapidly after guilt complex made him feel re- 
for his suicide for his own failure 
what she had meant him. the story 
fifteen years after Elsa’s death, Lewis Quinton 
reacting two stimuli: the attempts heady, 
young “sitter” had made him without ap- 
success (this, also, before the story begins); and 
dreams which have changed from associations 
wih his past pre-visions that are based reality. 
Comes, finally, dream which interprets, the 
disbelief, meaning the suicide some one 
him. After considering which person 
family and friends this might be, last breaks through 
the shell which had hardened about him attempting 
kill himself. 

sub- plot details the love affair his nineteen-year-old 
carrying with married writer, and 
confusing and futile conclusion. 


None the characters quite believable, probably be- 
consistently drawn with the exception 
two minor individuals. The dialog, while natural 
dull and does little advance the action, 
the characters. The framework what 
told from single character’s point view, 
cumulated from evidence gathered his associates, 
revealed omniscient author, now one and now 
the other; flash-backs revealing earlier action are particu- 
awkward; and the story gets off slow start with 
three distinct opening scenes. Re-direction and closer 
theme, characters and plot would have im- 
proved the book. 

Most readers will close the volume with several unan- 
wered questions mind, chief among which will prob- 
ably what relation the author infers between coinci- 
dence and the subconscious. Few will convinced 
her solution her chief character’s difficulties, im- 
pressed the difficulties themselves. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


loose: 


Miller, Helen Trumpet the 


Merrill. Sept. 1948. 267p. $2.75. 


The genesis the American Revolution Georgia the 
subject this relatively minor historical romance. Most 
the activity occurs the vicinity Savannah 1775 
and early 1776 Georgia, the last the original thir- 
teen so, moves reluctantly the side the other 
their struggle for liberty from the tyranny 
English government. all the colonies the pattern 
much the same Georgia: group respectable 
organizing obtain redress through legal channels 
petition the Crown, royal governor (somewhat 
more circumspect this case) writing England for in- 
the methods enforcing unpopular laws, 
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group irreconcilable Tories, mob taking hasty and 
violent action, finally, the seizure power the rebels, 
organization and the eventual Declaration Independ- 
ence. This pattern followed faithfully the story 
Maggie Clay and Richard Pryde during the troubled days 
those years Savannah. 

The story opens Maggie’s wedding night with the guests 
gathered her father’s plantation for the ceremony that 
will make her the wife Hardee McClure for whom she 
feels love match arranged her father. But 
Hardee does not come and finally Maggie taken him 
iboard the Carinthia through the connivance Christie 
Weymouth, her laundress and confidante. There she 
escapes shipboard wedding tide and wind 
carry the ship away Boston with load powder for 
the Massachusetts patriots. This fulfills prophecy made 
earlier Maggie the dashingly handsome and swagger- 
ingly flippant Irish-American Captain the British Army, 
Richard Pryde. Between the two, sparks had flown 
their first meeting but Maggie’s feelings had been curi- 
ously disturbed this somewhat mysterious Captain 
the governor’s staff. The impulsively active and some- 
what unconventional Maggie worms her way into her 
father’s secret meetings with other influential men and 
soon becomes quite active the work the Georgia 
Committee Safety. Sir Richard Wright, the Royal 
Governor does not move against the conspirators (both 
they and wishing preserve the last chances solving 
the problem peacefully) and they are disturbed his 
failure act. Maggie chosen sound Richard Pryde 
and soon becomes allied with the conspirators. 
reveals valuable details but not trusted the majority 
the leaders. When suspicious governor sends Pryde 
isolated inland post from where sends delayed 
letter offering its surrender, Maggie joins the rebel force 
sent take the post. When they arrive they find the 
post empty and Maggie, believing Richard danger, 
finally recognizes her love for him. However the back- 
countrymen have captured the garrison and are holding 
them prisoners. Richard wounded the jealous 
Clure but love and revolution reach auspicious begin- 
ning Georgia Pryde and Maggie are married, power 
seized from the British and Georgia associates herself 
with the other colonies the Declaration Independ- 
ence. 

The story told almost entirely from the standpoint 
the Conspirators who were struggling overcome inde- 
cision yet trying keep the way open for peaceful settle- 
ment. tale romance under the stress fear and 
suspicion. adequately written, fairly accurate his- 
torically, awkwardly plotted one two instances and 
with objectionable features save for the almost con- 
tinuous violence and death which run through its pages. 
seems suitable for almost all readers. 


Miller, Max. The Town With the Funny Name. 
Dutton. Aug. 30, 1948. 224p. $2.75. 


One the first characteristics appear the reader 
this slender book about Jolla, California, haunting 
resemblance Camus’ The Plague. The similarity, which 
truthfully does not too far except implication, lies 
wholly the identical use the phrases “in our town,” 
“we our town”. The purpose the wording 
the same each case: create the impression 


Cather 


solidarity, create illusion isolation and singularity, 
create illusion modesty before the world. Actu- 
ally, Mr. Miller’s case, the modesty works reverse, 
since the real intent, and the effect achieved, the im- 
pression superiority the 


The conditions which prompt Mr. Miller his com- 
mentary are understandably provoking: the carelessness 
thronging visitors, disregard uninitiates for local 
mores, lack appreciation for non-human life, picture- 
postcard travel, commercialism, thrill-seeking, rudeness, 
publicity, all crass enterprise. these drive the reflec- 
tive observer high degree perturbation, but they 
not justify the answer contained this book nor the 
manner which the answer presented. 


journalist some notoriety, published often hard 
covers, Max Miller has had undoubted influence the 
development wierd style journalese. Chiefly among 
sportswriters and scribes the half-world frenzy after 
dark, the use the editorial second person with all its 
repetitive monotony and grim gracelessness has been lately 
rampant. The fact that all this traces back the least 
worthy qualities Hemingway does not improve it. 
Funny Name, Max Miller does not, truth, write the 
horrible second person style, but his impersonal “we 
our town” the same kind and extremely repulsive. 


The book itself masquerade which Mr. Miller, 
under the guise having illusions except the ones 
likes and having reached certainties about his own 
experiences his own thinking, attempts bring world 
view into focus his own community. Through what are 
intended curious and interesting narratives, declara- 
tions, and speculations about the people and the doings 
osophy presented. 


The short passages which vivid scene memorable 
occurrence are done with skill are too short, too few, too 


trivial, justify the whole work. While the book 
deliberately, one not readily classed label, not 
its failure conform academic rule that nullifies it. 
The reader who endures the stylistic devices and hardily 
makes his way through the tortuous and incredibly thick 
and such clutterments, the final, inconclusive denial 
understanding, will probably take Mr. Miller’s pretence 
face value. The episodes and pictures not commend 
the book, the characters the town are not sufficiently 
real overcome Mr. Miller’s avowed inability portray 
them, and the end all not wisdom. Aside from 
the maddening style there little object about this 
collection observations life, but, the other hand, 
there practically nothing make worth the 
time reading. Better dismissed with shrug. 


Clinton Maguire 


* * * 


Cather, Willa. The Old Beauty and Knopf. 
Sept. 13, 1948. 166p. $2.50. 


Willa Cather’s three last stories would have been four 
had not death come too soon. The rough draft that 
fourth will not published because she wished so. 
However, her readers will grateful for the three she 
did complete. For they are the style Willa Cather 
her best. 


SELLER 


The Old Beauty tells twilight tale 
who became Lady Longstreet, the belle 
London. it, Willa Cather once again exhibits wit, 
deep imagination the supernally tranquil 
that won her lasting place American 
gestures, tricks jerks suprise, without glitter, she 
lady past generations living isolated life with 
the remnants and the memories lost gentility. 


Little action occurs but much penetrating drama per. 
sonality. The old, lovely Lady Longstreet symbol 
the losing battle grandeur against the infiltrations 
meanness, courtesy against post-World War 
and rudeness, the waltz against the shimmy and the 
charleston. Nor there yet line, word 
The Old Beauty may elegy but certainly 
lament. The very calmness the narrative suggests; 
greatness, largeness heart inherent all things good 
fidelity whose name might well heroic. 

Before Breakfast leans slightly toward the 
consists twenty page glance into the heart 
Grenfell, the successful businessman. Henry, the “self. 
made” type, had derived from his struggles 
tion the Nietzchean brawn-and-muscle realities and 
lived with them his ideals. his more 
moments, became confused the meaning thing 
artistic and the significance scientific advance. The 
focus the story catches him one these moment 
pondering his failure his own home. 


had wife who remembered Muck’s reading 
Brahm’s Second and preferred 
course, this alone would enough drive any man 
crazy, but served only confuse Henry the more. 
Miniver Cheevy, Henry “scratched his head and kept 
and his thoughts would lead him declare 
with some petulance that was “going hear John 
McCormack sing Kathleen Mavourneen”. would have 
done better if, with Miniver, had just “coughed and 
kept drinking”. 
What bothered him most was the fact that had sired 
two eminently successful sons. “professors”! “But 
they’re cold can’t see through it. 
never lived all, those two never run 
after the ball—they’re damned clever they don’t have 
to. They just reach out and take the ball. Yes, fine 
tiful The way Harrison (the elder) picked that 
book! I’m glad paws are red and 
worlds swing within the orbit one little family and 
there way establish contact between them, 
way all. 
The last story Miss Cather wrote—back the 
1945—occupies the second place the book. The Best 
Years deals with the brief existence girl-teacher ata 
rural school Nebraska. Lesley Ferguesson, frail body 
with quick intelligence and bright enthusiasm, got her job 
through the indulgence the County Superintendent, 
Miss Knightly. those horse-and-buggy days, teaching 
even short distance from home meant living out. Sepa 
ration only increased the already strong home ties 
tween Lesley and her family, practical mother, dreamy, 
thoughtful farming father, her brother, Hector, whom 
she was most tenderly attached. 
sudden blizzard strikes the 


county school day. 


her level-headed action, Lesley saves the lives the 
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but contracts fatal pneumonia doing so. Years 
later, Miss Knightly returns the happily married Mrs. 
Thorndike see once more the school where Lesley 
and visit with the Ferguessons. The children 
are married and gone. Mr. and Mrs. Ferguesson have 
and new house. The town has grown. The County 
Superintendent now can visit all the schools day 
whereas used take Miss Knightly week more 
with Molly pulling the buggy. the story closes, there 
doubt what were the best years for the Fer- 

Again the Leitmotif elegy the passing the old 
the old way living. Like The Old Beauty, 
this story registers complaint, fretting for what has 
but rather acceptance the fact change, 
acceptance gently stated with malice toward none. 


interesting note that this, her last story all, 
Willa Cather returned the place from which she had 
made her beginning the early years 190C. The cycle 
was complete, the story told and ended. 


those who not need book hold 
them, for those, too, who want change from the Kraft- 
psychopathy naturalism, this book will em- 
with pleasure. Its stories are not magnificent but 
they are mature, artistically finished—despite one defec- 
extra touch whimsy The Best Years, almost too 
good. intimately does the writing blend with 
the people them that—to steal phrase from Andre 
read “half aloud”. Above all, their spirit 
but possessed democratic touch, reflecting 
character and the internal discipline call 
integrity. 

Finally, let write down word commendation the 
for eminently readable format. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
West Baden 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 


Individualism and Economic 


Hayek, Friedrich 
Aug. 16, 1948. 


Order. University Chicago Press. 
$5.00. 

Hayek’s latest volume reprint occasional essays and 
aticles dealing with the general topic individualism 
socialism. The author describes more 
study the same thesis advocated his The 
Road Serfdom. Actually, the connection some 
the articles with his previous thesis rather remote. 


The first essay the book, “Individualism: True and 
False” the highest quality. there defines indi- 
vidualism middle way between the amoral laissez 
some writers and the collectivism which con- 
the path tyranny. particularly stresses 
the value the family, the small community group, local 
autonomy, and other values which are emphasized the 
encyclicals. Individualism, defines it, differs 
more emphasis than essence from the social programs 
and apparently opposed authors. 


Three other essays, under the collective title “Socialist 
Calculation,” are likewise valuable. They sustain the 
thesis that socialist economy must either use the price 
ystem and competition else resort intolerable com- 
pulsion and denial basic liberties. the first 
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tion accepted, then socialism but cumbersome device 
for doing what controlled capitalism would better. 


Social reformers might wish that the author would spell 
out more detail the precise controls which believes 
compatible with free enterprise. But they should 
welcome (and probably will not) his cautions the 
implications total planning, easy advocate, but 
achieve without sacrificing freedom. this 
light, recommend this book students the social 
question. However, both overpriced and padded. 
could half the size and one-quarter the price without 
losing its value. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S. 
Washington, 
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